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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 ■ (Currently Amended) A medical information system, said system comprising: 

a medical formation source, said medical information source providing medical 
information in a medical information format; 

a medical image source, said medical image source providing medical im ages in a 
medical image format; 

an interface unit feeeivwg adapted to receive said medical information art 
fcassfetbg, wherein said inlerfar, nnit is aoWd m ^.i- ^ medka] ^ ormation mt0 a 
medical image format-compatible format, wherein said inwf ace llni > fa ^ 
feeeiVfflg S3id medical ima S e > asseeiatiag wherein said inte rface unit ... t. 
associated medical data inch.dinp at least one of a ^ t„ said medial in f^ Q ^ ^ 
medical information m said medical image format-compatible format associated with at least one 
ofahnktosaid medical ima P e ftnd said medical image, and transmitting s aid associated m.d,v a i 
data ^V tm t inll y t n C r t I.Li . ai d uwli m l informati o n in mid modical mug* format compa tible 
format and said medical imag e; and 

a data center receiving said associated medial d*t a mfdical information in mA 
medW m^ p f n rm n t eo u uutiblu f ormat and fluid medical i.uqg u jj , ul n H medical inu^L f u muu 
and storing for later retrieval said associated m.d^l data indndinp rt i east one of a 1inlf tn oaiH 
rnedigal information and said med ica l i nfor m at i on associated with at least one nf * ifalr tn c»iH 
medical image and said m oduli i mnC r m ention! infomiati u n hi , nid m n dical inug L fuiaia i 
compatible format and s tu d medical imago. 

2. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein said data center comprises an archive 
for storing medical images and medical information. 

3. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein said data center comprises a viewer for 
allowing access to medical images and medical information. 

4. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein said medical image source comprises a 
picture archiving and communications system. 
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5* * (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein said medical information source 
comprises a hospital information system. 

6. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein said medical information source 
comprises a radiology information system. 

7. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein said data center comprises an 
application service provider. 

8. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein said data center further comprises an 
external access interface for allowing users to access medical images and medical information at 
said data center. 



9. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein said medical information comprises 
radiology information. 

1 0. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein said interface comprises a broker for 
translating said medical information format. 

11. (Original) The system of claim 10, wherein said broker translates from Health 
Level Seven format to Structured Query Language format. 

1 2. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein said data center comprises a web server 
for allowing access to medical images and medical information via at least one web browser. 

13. (Original) The system of claim 1 , wherein said data center comprises a DICOM 
viewing workstation for allowing access to medical images and medical information. 

14. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein said data center further stores links to 
said medical information. 
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15. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein said data center further stores links to 

said medical image. 

16. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein said interface unit transmits a link 
representing the location of said medical information 

17. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein said interface unit transmits a link 
representing the location of said medical image. 

18. (Currently Amended) A centralized medical information system, said system 
comprising: 

an interface unit receiving adapted to receive medical information and translating, 
wherein said interlace unit is adapted to transl a te said medical information into a medical image 
format-compatible format, wherein said interface unit is adapts to r„^ r receiving a medical 
image, asseeiatiftg wherein said interface unit is aH apte d tn cr»at» „ SSO ciated n,«rfir f i H a t n 
including m least one of a link to said medical informal m * said mcdicaI info™^ iri ^ 
medical image format-compatible format associated with at least one of a link to said mpHi^l 
image a nd said medical image, and transmitting associated medial data substantially together 
said modical information in naid medical imago format compatible format and said . . , u hW 
imag e; and 

a data center receiving said associated medic al data medical information inlaid 
m e dical image format compatible format and said medical image and storing for later retrieval 
said associated medical data including at least on , of a link to saiH medical information ,nH gi »H 
medical information associated with at least one nf a link to said medic al image and ™A n^„i 
image mo rlim l inlbraiatio i i in medical imag e format compatible) format and said m e dical 

1 9. (Original) The system of claim 1$, wherein said data center comprises an archive 
for storing medical images and medical information. 
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20. (Original) The system of claim 18, wherein said data center comprises a viewer 
for allowing access to medical images and medical information. 

21. (Original) The system of claim 18, wherein said data center comprises an 

application service provider, 

22. (Original) The system of claim 1 8, wherein said data center further comprises an 
external access interface for allowing users to access medical images and medical information at 
the data center. 



23. (Original) The system of claim 18, wherein said medical information comprises 
radiology information. 



24. (Original) The system of claim 1 8, wherein said interface unit comprises a broker 
for translating said medical information format. 

25. (Original) The system of claim 24, wherein said broker translates from Health 
Level 7 format to Structured Query Language format. 

26. (Original) The system of claim 18, wherein said data center comprises a web 
server for allowing access to medical images and medical information via web browsers. 

27. (Original) The system of claim 18, wherein said interface unit transmits a link 
representing the location of said medical information. 

28. (Original) The system of claim 18, wherein said interface unit transmits a link 
representing the location of said medical image. 

29. (Currently Amended) A method for integrating transmission of medical 
information and at least one medical image, said method comprising: 
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converting said medical information from a first format into a second format 
compatible with said at least one medical image; and 

c reating an association between said m edical information in said second format 
with said at least o ne medical imafre at an interface unit: and 

transmitting substantially together in time said medical information in said second 
format with said at least one medical image and said association to a data center for storage for 
later retrieval. 



30. (Original) The method of claim 29, further comprising storing said medical 
information in said second format with said at least one medical image in said data center. 

31. (Original) The method of claim 29, further comprising storing said medical 
information in said second format with said at least one medical image in an archive said data 
center. 



32. (Original) The method of claim 29, further comprising storing said medical 
information in said second format with said at least one medical image in a web based viewer in 
said data center. 



33. (Original) The method of claim 29, wherein said data center comprises an 
application service provider. 

34. (Original) The method of claim 29, wherein said medical information comprises 
radiology information. 

35. (Original) The method of claim 29, wherein said first format comprises Health 
Level Seven format. 



36. (Original) The method of claim 29, wherein said second format comprises 
Structured Query Language format. 



6 

PAGE 7/16 * RCVD AT 2/60006 6:21 :$6 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-K35 ' DNIS;2738300 * CS!D:3127079155 * DURATION (mm-ss);03«32 

BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



FROM McANDREWS, HELD, & MALLOY 



(MON) 2. 6*06 17:21/ST. 17: 19/NO. 4861050649 P 8 



37. (Original) The method of claim 29, wherein said second format comprises a 
standard text format. 



38. (Currently Amended) A method for accessing medical information and images, 
said method comprising: 

retrieving an associated medical image and medical information , wherein at least 
one of said medical imare is retrieved fro m a link to said medical imag e stored at r*mm» 
data center and said medical informatinn is retrieved from a link to sa id medical information 
stored at said remote data center from a remote data oontur, said aooociatcd modical ima ge-a«d 
s ad m e dical information ntorablo for retrieval in oaid remote d ata c e nter ; and 

displaying said associated medical image and medical information. 

39. (Original) The method of claim 38, wherein said data center comprises an 
application service provider. 

40. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 38, wherein said step of retrieving 
further comprises retrieving said associated medical image and medical information via an 
archive of said data center. 

41. (Original) The method of claim 38, wherein said step of retrieving further 
comprises retrieving said medical image from a medical image source via said data center. 

42. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 41, wherein said medical image 
source comprises a picture archiving and communication system. 

43. (Original) The method of claim 38, wherein said step of retrieving further 
comprises retrieving said medical mformation from a medical information source via said data 
center. 

44. (Original) The method of claim 43, wherein said medical information source 

comprises a hospital information system. 
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45. (Original) The method of claim 43, wherein said medical information source 
comprises a radiology information system. 

46. (Original) The method of claim 38, wherein said step of displaying farther 
comprises displaying said associated medical image and medical information via a web server at 
said data center. 

47. (Currently Amended) A method for accessing medical information and images, 
said method comprising: 

requesting an associated medical image and medical information from a remote 

data center; 

providing a link to medical information from a medical information source to an 

interface unit; 

providing ajink to a medical image from a medical image source to an interface 

unit; 

translating said m e dical information into r e formatted medical in f ormation; 

asseeiatiBg combining said link to said medical information and sa id r e fnrmatu» c1 
medical i nformation with said link to said medical image; and 

providing s ubstantially together said combination to said remote data center &e 
associated r e formatt e d m e dical information and medical im a g e, 

48. (Original) The method of claim 47, wherein said medical information source 
comprises a hospital information system, 

49. (Original) The method of claim 47, wherein said medical information source 
comprises a radiology information system. 

50. (Original) The method of claim 47, wherein said medical image source comprises 
a picture archiving and communication system. 
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